Familial occurrence of systemic sclerosis, rheumatoid arthritis and other immunological disorders: report of two kindreds with study of HLA antigens and review of the literature.
We report two Caucasian families with systemic sclerosis and other connective tissue and immunological disorders, including rheumatoid arthritis, discoid lupus erythematosus, psoriasis, psoriatic arthritis, ankylosing spondylitis, ulcerative colitis, asthma, Sjögren's syndrome, Raynaud's phenomenon and thyroid disease. In one of these families, two sisters are affected with systemic sclerosis. Clinical, serological, and HLA haplotype results are reported, along with a review of the medical literature on familial occurrence of systemic sclerosis.